BACKGROUND ON LWVUS POSITION OF SELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT

A League study of the presidential electoral process culminated in a 1970 position supporting direct election of the President by popular vote as essential to representative government.  

The League testified and lobbied for legislation to amend the Constitution to replace the Electoral College with direct election of the President, including provisions for a national run-off election in the event no candidate received 40 percent of the vote.  The measure, which passed the House and nearly passed the Senate in 1971, has been revived in each Congress without success. 

In 1979 there was much interest in Congress to change the electoral college system.  The LWVUS again gave testimony before the House Subcommittee on the Constitution.

In February 2001 a memo was sent to the state and local Leagues outlining the LWV’s position on the Electoral College under the national position on Selection of the President.  The League believes strongly that the Electoral College should be abolished and not merely “reformed.”  One “reform which the League specifically rejects is the voting by electors based on proportional representation in lieu of the present “winner-takes-all” method.  Instead of making the Electoral College more representative, such proportional voting would increase the chance that no candidate would receive a majority in the Electoral College, thereby sending the election of the President to the House of Representatives, where each state, regardless of population, would receive only one vote.

 At the 2002 Convention, the League voted to expand and update the position.  The League came to concurrence on a new position in June 2004.  Our new position takes into account the entire presidential selection process and supports a process that produces the best possible candidates, informed voters and optimum voter participation.

At the 2008 National LWV Convention, it was voted to study the advisability of using the NATIONAL POPULAR VOTE COMPACT AMONG THE STATES as a method for electing the President.

THE NATIONAL LEAGUE POSITION last updated June 2004:  The LWVUS believes that the direct-popular-vote method for electing the President and Vice-President is essential to representative government.  Therefore they support abolishing the Electoral College.

         


-  -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -

There are 3 prominent approaches at the federal level to reform the Presidential election process that have been proposed over the years as Constitutional Amendments.

1. Fractional proportional allocation of electoral votes

2. Allocation of electoral votes by congressional district (This method has been used in Maine since 1969 and in Nebraska since 1992).

3. Direct nationwide popular election

None of these proposals have made it through the Congress; and if they did it would still require approval from three-fourths of the states to become an amendment.

A state may not abolish the office of presidential elector or the Electoral College –  it may simply choose the method by which it allocates its own electoral votes within the Electoral College.  Because the power to allocate electoral votes is exclusively a state power and the statewide winner-take-all rule is contained in state statutes, a federal constitutional amendment is not necessary to change the existing state laws specifying use of the statewide winner-take-all system.  The states have the constitutional power to change the current system.  John R. Koza and 5 other contributors have developed a plan for the states to do this called AGREEMENT AMONG THE STATES TO ELECT THE PRESIDENT BY NATIONAL POPULAR VOTE.  

**Jeanette – at this point you can simply add that this “Agreement Among The States” plan will be explained at the meeting.

  





OR

Include the last paragraph is room

The compact would simply change the Electoral College from an institution that reflects the voters’state-by-state choices into a body that reflects the voters’ nationwide choice.  The compact would require that each member state award its electoral votes to the presidential candidate who received the largest number of popular votes in all 50 states and D.C.  The presidential candidate receiving the most popular votes would be assured sufficient electoral votes to be elected President.  The compact would not become effective in any state until it is enacted by states collectively possessing a majority of the electoral votes (270).

